Prospectus

Welcome to…..
Outdoor Adventurers
(a group for home educating families)

Hamble
www.theoutdoorlearningcompany.co.uk

WeLCome
Welcome to our unique outdoor setting on the beautiful River Hamble Country Park.
We are based at the scout hut also known as the Cricket Camp within the country
park. There is a large area with a mix of open field and trees where children can
explore.
In severe whether we do have use of their building and the facilities. There is a
covered veranda where we can have lunch on wet days, and of course, there is the
entire beautiful River Hamble Country Park that we can go and explore. We are
sure your child’s time with us will be enjoyable, challenging, and inspiring. This
leaflet will provide you with key information about our Home Ed - Outdoor
Adventurers.

our Ethos
The Outdoor Learning Company will encourage and support individuals of any age
to reach their full potential through inspiring outdoor experiences.

.

What is Forest School
The ethos of Forest School is based on a fundamental respect for children and young people and for their
capacity to instigate, test and maintain curiosity in the world around them. It believes in children's right to
play; the right to access the outdoors (and in particular a woodland environment); the right to access risk and
the vibrant reality of the natural world; and the right to experience a healthy range of emotions, through all
the challenges of social interaction, to build a resilience that will enable continued and creative engagement
with their peers and their potential.
Forest School is based more on the process of learning than it is on the content - more on the 'how' than the
'what'. This means that genuine Forest School practice steps boldly out of the shadow and limitation of 'planned
activities' and ventures collaboratively into the realms of the unplanned, unexpected and ultimately unlimited.
Children and young people are given encouragement to direct their own learning - this often requires
catalysing on the part of the Forest School leader either through stimulating play in the outdoors or through
'scaffolding' a child's learning, but mostly through simply observing how children are in the outdoors.
Significantly, and on many levels, a woodland environment is central in supporting this very dynamic approach
to learning: the passage of time, from the changing of the seasons, to the contemplation of an ancient tree; the
dynamic nature of an outdoor environment - an infinite source of smells, textures, sounds and tastes; a range of
visual stimuli from near to far, high to low, very big to very small; and the infinite layers of historical,
cultural, spiritual and mythological significance that speak of our deep relationship with trees and woodland
through the ages.

The information on this page is taken from the Forest School Training Company website

Where the sessions are held
River Hamble Country Park
Pylands Lane
Bursledon
Southampton
SO31 1BH
The campsite is situated on the Eastern outskirts of Southampton in Pylands Lane (off Dodwell Lane) about
one mile from the junction of the A27 and approximately half-a-mile from Junction 8 on the M27. The grid
reference of the campsite is SU 494113 on OS sheet 196.
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Opening Times
our sessions will run Monday 10.00-15.30 and Wednesday 10.00-15.30.
We operate 39 weeks of the year following the Hampshire academic calendar.
( Please let us know if you would like more days so we can put you on a waiting list.)

Fees
Our Fees are currently £26 per session.
The First four weeks will be pay as you go. You have the right to leave at any point. If you have enjoyed
the first four (we expect you will!)
you will then be set up on a monthly payment plan. This will be worked out on the cost of the remaining
sessions in the academic year divided by the number of months left in the academic year (sept-Aug).
We ask that a standing order be set up for this amount on the 15th of every month.
If you choose to leave during the year (after the initial 4 weeks), we will require 6 weeks’ notice period.
We will then calculate the cost of the amount of sessions attended and compare to the amount paid to that
date.
We will invoice for any difference or refund depending on which is appropriate.

Our Team
Each session will be led by a practitioner who has completed or is currently completing the Level 3 Forest
School Leaders training. All practitioners have relevant childcare qualifications and a wide range of
experiences working with children and families.

Justin Hannam
As part of his role within the Outdoor Learning Company Justin is the co-ordinator of all sessions for the
over 5’s. To book on extra sessions, queries about payment then Justin is your man.

Sarah Thomas
Sarah will be running the day-to-day sessions at this venue. Sarah is a qualified Forest School Leader and
Teacher. Sarah previously set up our Forest Pre-School in North Baddesley We are very excited to have her
on board.
Second team member to be confirmed.

Our Timetable
The day runs between 10.00-15.30.
This timetable below gives an example of the children’s day but may change according to the time of year, weather
conditions and the children’s engagement in their play and exploration.
Each Week we will follow a working title. Examples of this maybe fungi, the lake, dragon fly. All activities during the
week will be focused on the working title.

Daily Timetable (Example only)
09.55-10.00
Registration
10.00-10.25
Children will move to the woodland. We will check in with the name game. This will also be a chance for any
children to share anything they have found, experienced, seen etc since we last met
.
10.25-11.05
Activity 1.
11.05-11.20
Snack- children will have a snack they have bought from home.
11.20-11.35
Community Responsibilities. This may include- collecting fire wood, preparing fire, clearing in woodland,
preparing resources etc
.
11.30-12.30
Free play or Activity 1 continued
12.30-13.00
Lunchtime
13.00-13.15
Reflection on morning activities and discussion on plans for the afternoon.
13.15-14.45
Free Play Forest School, children can explore the woodland and any enhancements that maybe on offer.
14.45-15.15
Tidy and Community time- Children come together for an activity. This maybe games, cooking on the fire,
storytelling etc.
15.15-15.20
Reflection
15.30
Collection

Welcome
Drop off & Pick Up
Drop off and pick up times are 10.00 and 15.30.
We do understand that children will occasionally arrive late and this is not a
problem. You can walk the children down to our main base to join us. The child MUST
be walked down to the woodland and handed over to us by an appropriate adult.
Children SHOULD NOT walk down to the woodland by themselves. If you are aware
you are going to be late in advance (for example you have an appointment), please
let us know in advance, as we sometimes move around the country park for
different activities.
Although you will usually need to pay to enter the country park, this is not
necessary when dropping off or picking up from the session. Providing you use our
car park, you will not be charged.

Clothing
It is vital that you provide appropriate outdoor clothing so your child can enjoy
the great outdoors whatever the weather. There is no such thing as bad weather
just bad clothing.
The key points to consider:·Children should wear long sleeves and long trousers
this will protect against, the weather, brambles, trips and stumbles and Tics.
·2 sets of spare clothing must be provided
(This should include 2 x socks, 2 x pants, 2 x trousers, 2 x long sleeve tops, 2 x warm jumpers and
a change of footwear.)

·Waterproofs (trousers and coats) must be effective and provided all year.
(We recommend Lidl waterproofs as they are cheap but extremely effective, these will go on sale
during the second half of September. Please stay clear of any type of splash suit. These are not
waterproof and do not keep a child dry after 20 minutes of rain.)
·Welly boots are recommended all year. In cold weather
( please ensure your child is wearing warm socks, such as merino or ski socks.)

·Hats, gloves and scarfs must be provided during the winter months
·We recommend the layering system to include a Base Layer, Mid Layer and
Shell Layer.This gives more flexibility in adapting to the changes in weather.
Children who attend in clothing that is deemed inappropriate by our team may be
sent home. If you wish to discuss clothing please contact Justin or Sarah

Toileting Policy
The Outdoor Adventurers’ is based in a woodland that is off grid. We may offer the
use of a Pee tree or a camping loo. Hand washing facilities are provided.
Children will always be given the opportunity to go to toilet should we head off to
another part of the woodland. Should a child need the loo whilst away from our
main base then an appropriate pee tree will be designated for both boys and girls
respectively.

The Building
Although we are the Outdoor Learning Company and most of our activities will be
outside, on days where it is particularly cold, or in extreme weather conditions we
can use the building at the Cricket Camp and will do so if the groups require it.

Food & Drink
We ask that all children bring their own lunch, a snack and a drink.
During their time with us, the children will have the opportunity to cook many
different foods on our campfire. However, this does not happen every session so
please do not rely on it to provide part of their snack etc.

Other things to bring along
We ask that the children bring a long a backpack. This is so if we go off site they
can carry their own things. It is also easier to carry stuff from the farm to the
woodland.
Sometimes children will want to bring in items from home. This is fine if it is
relevant to what we are doing. For example, children may bring in bug pots.
Anything brought in from home is solely the responsibility of the child.

Important Contact Details
We will provide you with a phone number for Sarah and the venue nearer the time.

Tapestry our online Learning Journal
At the Outdoor Learning Company we use Tapestry for recording Children's
adventures. Although this is essentially a tool for the early years, we feel we can
adapt this for our older children. We will be able to keep track of what the
children are up to during their time with us. We can take photos and add comments
that will be uploaded to their journals. As parents/carers you will receive an
email every time an observation has been uploaded and you will be able to track
their time with us. You may even want to upload your own observations on your
child relating to forest school activities.

Important Contact Details
ON THE DAY PHONE
We will provide you with a phone number for Sarah and the venue nearer the time.

The contact details below are for Justin who will oversee all aspects of The
Outdoor Adventurers Home Education.
Justin Hannam
Director, Calder & Hannam ltd
The OutdoorLearning Company
Over 5’s co-ordinator
07523 918580
Facebook: @theoutdoorlearningcompany
justin@theoutdoorlearningcompany.co.uk
www.theoutdoorlearningcompany.co.uk

Further information is available to parents in The Outdoor Learning Company’s
Operational Plan and Health & Safety folder including all policies & procedures,
risk assessments and supporting information. If you would like to request a copy,
please let Justin know.

